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outcomes and takeaways

1. Characteristics of Christian trusts

2. How to present your case for support

3. What makes a successful application
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1. characteristics of Christian trusts

• Breadth of Christian trusts
• Large e.g. Joseph Rank Trust, Garfield Weston Foundation, Laing 

Family Trusts
• Small, e.g. family trusts, 

• Each have a criteria about what they want to give and why

• Different expressions of their Christian faith e.g.
• Different traditions and denominations 

• Mission focus e.g.
• Evangelism
• Social justice



weareyeomans.co.uk 

2. know what you’re asking for

What do you want a 
Trust’s money for?

Be able to clearly 
articulate your ask to 
others
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3. what makes a clear ask?

1. What is the need? Who will be helped?

2. What do you desire to change?

3. What’s your solution to the need?

4. Why are you the best people to 
address the need?

5. What will it cost?

6. What will be the impact?
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4. know your donors…

Do your research…

• Information sources e.g.
• Trustfunding.org.uk

• Funding Central

• Donor (Trusts) intel

• Research parameters

• Create a targeted list, 
of relevant organisations

Images: www.fundingcentral.org.uk / www.dsc.org.uk

Who will fund your cause?

http://www.fundingcentral.org.uk/
http://www.dsc.org.uk/
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4. know your donors…

Images: www.trustfunding.org.uk

http://www.trustfunding.org.uk/
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5. making your application

What does an application to a Christian trust look like? 

• Know the application process for your target trusts

• Different types of application
• Written proposals – e.g. 2-page (or up to 10 page!)

• Online 

• Get the ‘language’ right!
• Be sensitive how they express their Christian faith
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5. making your application

• Follow the funder’s guidelines

• Writing your ask:
• What the problem is
• What the solution is
• What your organisation is doing about it
• How the trust’s funding will help

• Include hard facts and stories

• Don’t be wordy! 4 pages is usually 
more than enough

• Be relational (where appropriate)

Image: www.garfieldweston.org

What goes in a success application

http://www.garfieldweston.org/
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5. making your application

Images: www.soutercharitabletrust.org.uk / www.ranktrust.org

http://www.soutercharitabletrust.org.uk/
http://www.ranktrust.org/
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6. build relationships

• Report back to the trust! 
• Say thank you
• Show the impact their gift / investment has made

• Understand how they like to partner
• Do they give ongoing support
• Prayer support

• Understand how they like to communicate
• Phone, meetings, visiting your work
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achieve funding success from 
Christian grant-making trusts

1. Present your case for support clearly 

2. Know your donors / target your approaches carefully

3. Write strong applications

4. Build relationships

5. Manage your trusts approach programme
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questions…

…answers
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Thank you
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